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sengers, he would pace by day or night, or would lean on the low parapet, alone, musing on his own life or speculating on the constitution of the universe, or merely enjoying the beauty of the picturesque scenes up and down the river. The ledge, too back of his house, with its pines and the wide prospect, was one of his haunts, and thither he would retreat to escape literary callers, or to dream out the metaphysical rhapsody over which he was brooding; for it was in such solitary places that he planned "Eureka."
This year, particularly in its earlier part, was necessarily one of comparative inactivity, yet Poe's name did not pass out of the public notice. Willis, who remained his faithful literary friend, took pains to copy his poems, advertise his plans, and commend his genius whenever opportunity offered ; and Poe on his part kept liim informed in regard to his doings. In the " Home Journal,"
March 18, appeared the lines " To M. L, S------,"
addressed to Mrs. Sbew, of inferior poetic merit, and characterized by the peculiar and sometimes dissonant cadences of the later unrhymed poems. A week later the same paper announced as soon to be published " The Authors of America, in Prose and Verse, by Edgar A, Poe," but the work did not appear, though the review of Hawthorne in the November « Godey's," in which Poe decides thatHaw-me is not original, after all, but only peculiar, yta regarded as an extract from it. In Decem-seway s used only by foot-pas-presence of a few friends.
